Work Health and Safety Act 2011 - Summary Prosecutions before the District Court 

(7 December 2011)

The Work Health and Safety Act 2011 commences on 1 January 2012.  

Section 229B(1) of the Work Health and Safety Act provides that, except as provided by this section, proceedings for an offence against the Act or the regulations are to dealt with summarily before the Local Court or before the District Court in its summary jurisdiction.

Attention is drawn to the following matters that are relevant to summary prosecutions before the District Court:

· District Court Rules 1973, Part 53, Division 3 applies to these proceedings.

· District Court Criminal Practice Note 10 (‘Work Health and Safety Act Prosecutions’) was issued on 6 December 2011

· Pursuant to District Court Rules, Part 47 Rule 2, the following forms approved for use in the District Court are published hereunder:

· Application to Commence Proceedings for a Summary Offence in the District Court of New South Wales  (referred to in District Court Rules, Part 53 Division 3)

· Summons (referred to in District Court Rules, Part 53 Division 3)

· Notice of Appearance (referred to in District Court Criminal Practice Note 10)
